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Education Acronyms

HOW MANY OF THESE DO YOU KNOW?

ÅFAFSA

ÅSAR

ÅSAT

ÅACT

ÅPSAT

ÅEFC

ÅECA

ÅGQE

ÅSSACI

ÅASVAB

ÅGPA

ÅDOE

ÅENL

ÅNCAA

ÅNCLB

ÅNWEA

ÅRTI

Å IHSAA

ÅFAQ

ÅAYP

ÅNHS

ÅFFA

ÅFCS

ÅQAR

ÅBPS

ÅSTUCO



PLANNING

PREPARING



Seven Habits of 

Highly Defective Teens

#1 ïReact (rather than be proactive)

#2 ïBegin with no end in mind

#3 ïPut first things last

#4 ïThink Win-Lose

#5 ïSeek first to talk, then pretend to listen

#6 ïDonôt cooperate

#7 ïWear yourself out  



Which Paycheck Do You Want?

Doctoral Degree $1497 / week

Professional Degree $1427 / week

Masterôs Degree $1165 / week

Bachelorôs Degree $987 / week

Associateôs Degree $740 / week

Some College $683 / 
week

HS Grad $604 / 
week

HS Dropout 
$428 / week

Source: US Bureau of 

Labor and Statistics



What is ñCollegeò?

Some people think of college as a four-

year bachelorôs degree, but college 

also includes  two-year associates 

degrees and apprenticeship programs 

ïin-demand skills that lead to great 

jobs that pay well!



Why Do I Need a Diploma?

Å82% of Todayôs jobs require more than a 

high school diploma

Å20% require professional degrees 

(Bachelorôs or more)

Å62% require skilled labor (more than high 

school, less than four years)



Donôt Drop Out!

ÅPeople who drop out of school almost ALWAYS 

regret it later! Hereôs why:

ÅHigh school dropouts earn

ï$10,000 LESS than a high school graduate

ï$16,000 LESS than someone with a 2yr degree

ï$28,000 LESS than someone with a 4yr degree

ïHigh school dropouts are 3.5 times more likely than 

high school graduates to be arrested in their lifetime

ï80% of prisoners in America are high school dropouts



Steps to Prepare for Life 

After High School

ÅKnow Yourself

ÅKnow your Academics/Grad. Requirements

ÅKnow how to use test results

ÅKnow what post-secondary options are out 

there and how to find them

ÅKnow how to pay for school

ÅHAVE A PLAN!



Step 1: KNOW YOURSELF

ÅDo you want to go to college? Why?

ÅDo you know what your options are?

ÅWhat are your strengths and weaknesses?

ÅWhat are your interests and values?

ÅWhere do you see yourself in 5 years? 10?

ÅSet a personal goal

ÅStart preparing for SOMETHING!

ÅGet / stay involved



Step 2: KNOW YOUR ACADEMICS

ÅKnow graduation requirements

ÅUnderstand what your test 

scores mean

ÅRegularly check your transcript, 

schedule, GPA, class rank, etc.

ÅKeep an updated Academic 

Resume 

ÅAsk for help if needed ïbe an 

advocate!

ÅTake challenging courses



Graduation 

Requirements
ÅThree Diploma Types

ïCore 40 (47)

ïCore 40 w/Technical 

Honors (47)

ïCore 40 w/Academic 

Honors (50-52)

http://dpsteachers.wikispaces.com/file/view/diploma-1.jpg/144896277/diploma-1.jpg


WHY CORE 40 FOR EVERYONE?

ÅIndiana's Core 40 is the academic foundation 

all students need to succeed in college, 

apprenticeship programs, military training, 

and the workforce. 

ÅChallenging Courses = Big Rewards

ÅMore Career Options

ÅWhat Employers and Training Programs Want

ÅPreparation for College Success

ÅMoney for College

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/eduwonkette/upload/2009/01/why-blog.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/eduwonkette/&usg=__wuWppXC2efw5wta_Rrsp2YMpg68=&h=306&w=392&sz=11&hl=en&start=9&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=ioTFlG8IC7QqrM:&tbnh=96&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dwhy%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1


Core 40 Diploma ï47 Credits

ÅEnglish ï8 Credits

ÅMath ï6 Credits (Alg I, Geo, Alg II)

ÅScience ï6 Credits (Bio, Chem/Phys, +2)

ÅSocial Studies ï8 Credits (Geog/Civics, World  

History, US History, Gov., Econ)

ÅFine Arts ï2 Credits

ÅPractical Arts ï2 Credits

ÅElectives ï15 Credits

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://marenda.biz/wp-content/uploads/2009/06/graduation_cap.jpg&imgrefurl=http://marenda.biz/2009/06/booooo-bonny-eagle-high-school-student-kisses-diploma-goodbye/&usg=__4icMYmKVfQEaiJJ4pJsAgiHSKc0=&h=368&w=600&sz=16&hl=en&start=18&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=S1LJvZwICy0UyM:&tbnh=83&tbnw=135&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddiploma%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1


Å For the Core 40 with Technical Honors diploma, students must:

ï Complete all requirements for Core 40. 

ï Complete a career-technical program (8 or more related credits) 

ï Earn a grade of ñCò or better in courses that will count toward the diploma. 

ï Have a grade point average of a ñBò or better. 

ï Recommended:  Earn 2 additional credits in mathematics and 4-8 credits in 

World Languages for four year college admission.

Å Complete two of the following, one must be A or B: 

ï Score at or above the following levels on WorkKeys:  Reading for Information -

Level 6; Applied Mathematics - Level 6; Locating Information - Level 5

ï Complete dual high school/college credit courses in a technical area (6 college 

credits)

ï Complete a Professional Career Internship course or Cooperative Education 

course (2 credits)

ï Complete an industry-based work experience as part of a two-year career-

technical education program (minimum 140 hours)

ï Earn a state-approved, industry-recognized certification

w/ Technical Honors
47 Credits

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://theexpiredmeter.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/06/award.gif&imgrefurl=http://theexpiredmeter.com/%3Fp%3D322&usg=__wVOFfsIhLqSJYGfNlhiek2wqRV8=&h=921&w=445&sz=104&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=GU1Ti8ljgaUDAM:&tbnh=147&tbnw=71&prev=/images%3Fq%3Daward%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1


WorkKeys Test
ÅOne of the ways to earn a Technical Honors Diploma

Åhttp://www.act.org/workkeys/assess/foundational.html

ÅTesting on Foundational Skills:

Å Reading for Information

ïExamples: memos, letters, directions, signs, notices, 

bulletins, policies, and regulations.

Å Applied Mathematics

ïExamples: apply mathematical reasoning, critical thinking, 

and problem-solving techniques to work-related problems

Å Locating information

ïExamples: find information in a graphic, insert information 

into a graphic, compare, summarize, and analyze 

information found in related graphics.

http://www.act.org/workkeys/assess/foundational.html
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tcc.edu/wd/workkeys/images/Workkeys%2520Image.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tcc.edu/wd/workkeys/wkeys.htm&usg=__CVEaZKmmI96A_sk29rK_pQ7Cbps=&h=101&w=300&sz=8&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=ZYBLt39G8wujeM:&tbnh=39&tbnw=116&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dwork%2Bkeys%2Btest%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://doe.k12.hi.us/periodicals/infoexchange/2008/images/infoexchange080821act.jpg&imgrefurl=http://doe.k12.hi.us/periodicals/infoexchange/2009/infoexchange090820.htm&usg=__Qy0SqbIhAbpExLqu7-tlz5n3I5g=&h=163&w=356&sz=18&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=04YCeoYUbOU6DM:&tbnh=55&tbnw=121&prev=/images%3Fq%3DACT%2BTest%2Blogo%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1




w/Academic Honors

Å For the Core 40 with Academic Honors diploma, students must:
ï Complete all requirements for Core 40.

ï Earn 2 additional Core 40 math credits 

ï Earn 6-8 Core 40 world language credits (6 credits in one language or 4 credits each in two 

languages).

ï Earn 2 Core 40 fine arts credits.

ï Earn a grade of a ñCò or better in courses that will count toward the diploma.

ï Have a grade point average of a ñBò or better.

Å Complete one of the following:
ï Complete AP courses (4 credits) and corresponding AP exams

ï Earn a combined score of 1200 or higher on the SAT critical reading and mathematics

ï Score a 26 or higher composite on the ACT

ï Complete dual high school/college credit courses from an accredited postsecondary 

institution (6 transferable college credits)

ï Complete a combination of an AP course (2 credits and corresponding exam) or an IB 

Standard Level course (2 credits and corresponding exam) and dual high school/college 

credit course(s) from an accredited postsecondary institution (3 transferable college credits)

50 ï52 Credits

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://theexpiredmeter.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/06/award.gif&imgrefurl=http://theexpiredmeter.com/%3Fp%3D322&usg=__wVOFfsIhLqSJYGfNlhiek2wqRV8=&h=921&w=445&sz=104&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=GU1Ti8ljgaUDAM:&tbnh=147&tbnw=71&prev=/images%3Fq%3Daward%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1


Dual Credit

ÅEarn college credits while in High School

ÅOne of the requirements to earn an Academic 

Honors Diploma or Technical Honors Diploma

ÅACP (Advance College Project)

ÅIvy Tech

ÅCourses transfer better if they are on CTL (Core 

Transfer Library)

ÅVisit www.TransferIN.net for more detailed info.

http://www.transferin.net/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.transferin.net/App_Themes/default/images/header_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.transferin.net/&usg=__8FgOmEkG2heA23yOGNbUloiEcWo=&h=84&w=359&sz=11&hl=en&start=15&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=AOTMVlnwcQLlQM:&tbnh=28&tbnw=121&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddual%2Bcredit%2Bin%2Bindiana%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.icindiana.org/dualcredit/dual%2520credit.png&imgrefurl=http://www.icindiana.org/dualcredit/dcequivalents.asp&usg=__GUdkiQw2Rt9lQ_sTkyCyBCOubC4=&h=150&w=174&sz=75&hl=en&start=7&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=UM8P8FmxybzOMM:&tbnh=86&tbnw=100&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddual%2Bcredit%2Bin%2Bindiana%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1




ACP Information

ÅACP (Advance College Project)

ÅDual Credit (High School and College)

ÅACP vs. AP

ÅBenefits of ACP

ÅMUST have an SAT score

ÅOther criteria

ÅCourses : Comp (3cr), Lit (3cr)

Speech (3cr), Calc (5cr), Bus (3cr)



ACP Tidbits

ÅACP and Academic Honors

ïThere are several options for Acad. Honors

ïONE of them is 2 Dual Credit classes

ïTo meet this requirement, the DC classes must 

RESULT in SIX TRANSFERABLE college credits

ïThis means you have to pay IUSB for the credits  

ÅStudents CAN take an ACP class without paying for 

the credits, but not to qualify for Acad. Honors

ÅCheck out colleges before you pay ïsome colleges 

exempt students out of Comp. based on SAT score





Admissibility

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://indianschooloffashion.com/pics/admissions_full.jpg&imgrefurl=http://indianschooloffashion.com/Admission%2520Process.html&usg=__vgJIrcnwJLLzcOrm-cb78p2ueP4=&h=322&w=373&sz=43&hl=en&start=16&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Tn7pS1Y7f-2P4M:&tbnh=105&tbnw=122&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dadmissions%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1


Course Re-Take Policy

ÅStudents can re-take a course to maintain 

Honors Diploma status

ÅOnly for grades C- and below

ÅOnce per year / maximum of 2 in high school

ÅStudents who retake a course are not eligible for 

Valedictorian or Salutatorian

ÅOther stipulations apply; see Handbook pg. 54

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.churchatthewell.com/images/rightDownDoOver.jpg&imgrefurl=http://book-promotion.blogspot.com/&usg=__yhiInD9QcjS1ZF2gfziz1dyEw64=&h=123&w=160&sz=7&hl=en&start=17&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=0QlJAcBxNhhvYM:&tbnh=75&tbnw=98&prev=/images%3Fq%3DDo%2BOVer%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.catalogs.com/blog/oops.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.catalogs.com/blog/&usg=__uuHH-xnphmFLv5StvZg30DdWZ2w=&h=680&w=822&sz=75&hl=en&start=81&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=GxsxzcR7V7y4EM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=144&prev=/images%3Fq%3DOops%26start%3D80%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26tbs%3Disch:1


Opt Out Process

ÅStudent will receive a General Diploma ïstill 47 

credits required

ÅParent, student, counselor, and administrator 

must meet to sign paperwork

ÅStudent will not be able to attend a 4-year 

college 

ÅDecision not usually considered until junior 

year ïwe want everyone to shoot for Core 40

ÅMain difference is the number of math and 

science credits needed

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://m.mediapost.com/publications/13/OptOut-c.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mediapost.com/publications/%3Ffa%3DArticles.showArticle%26art_aid%3D116839&usg=__DfclciYcIiC3D7vubgeX2O8YUyk=&h=200&w=200&sz=12&hl=en&start=20&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=Y2aA2emI9YL-tM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=104&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dopt%2Bout%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.seefurtherthaniam.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/decision.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.seefurtherthaniam.com/%3Fpaged%3D2&usg=__2b7XuoeqvsD-Of9v8WYFcX3lY4A=&h=533&w=800&sz=493&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=AfvEYp1VV4wOQM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=143&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddecision%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1


Understand Your 

Academic Record

ÅTranscript

ÅGPA / Class Rank

Å4 Year Plan

ÅTest scores

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thesecondroad.org/tsr/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/understand_full.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.thesecondroad.org/tsr/category/12-step-paths/&usg=__udQdG3UN_3H2Pm-0TmFsc78SSJ4=&h=599&w=489&sz=28&hl=en&start=3&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=tAw5ZEimrh5q0M:&tbnh=135&tbnw=110&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dunderstand%26hl%3Den%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1


Junior College Prep Unit

ÅEnglish 11 ïRegular and Honors

ïCollege Application

ïCollege Essay

ïAcademic Resume



Step 3: Know what to do with 

test results
ÅECA results 

ÅNWEA results

ÅPSAT results

ÅPLAN results

ÅASVAB results

ÅSAT results

ÅACT results



Indianaôs 

ñNewò GQE

ÅGQE ïGraduation Qualifying Exam

ÅECA ïEnd of Course Assessment

ÅReplaces old ñISTEPò

ÅMust pass English 10 and Algebra I ECA

to graduate

ÅBiology I ECA ïNo Child Left Behind



PSAT or ASVAB???

ÅBOTH will be given on October 12, 2011

ÅCollege Bound Students ïPSAT

ïTake PSAT even if you took it last year

ïShould have registered already - $14.00 for 

Juniors only (State pays for sophomores)

ÅVoc / Tech students ïtake ASVAB

ïNo Cost

ïReceive comprehensive Career Exploration 

tools



ASVAB Information

ÅGiven by Military / DOES NOT MEAN YOU WILL BE 
RECRUITED!

ÅScore results include an interest inventory

ÅUse the results (abilities) and the interest inventory 
(interests) to research possible career matches

ÅGo to www.asvabprogram.com

ïClick on ñCareer Planning Toolsò link under ñPlan for 
your Futureò

ïYou will need your OCCU-Find access code found at 
the bottom of the Summary Results Sheet

http://www.asvabprogram.com/




After you take the PSATé

ÅGo to www.collegeboard.com/psatextra

ÅAccess your account (or create one)

ÅEnter the access code on PSAT score 

report (we have them in the office too)

ÅView the comprehensive college planning 

package called MyCollegeQuickStart

http://www.collegeboard.com/psatextra






MyCollegeQuickStart

ÅView all the PSAT answers and explanations

ÅGet a personalized SAT study plan

ÅResearch colleges

ÅResearch careers and majors using MyRoad

ÅTake a personality profile

ÅMuch More!!!!



A Guided Tour

My College QuickStartTM






